[image: image1.jpg]O teachtable

Fard + Hegenbart
/! /| Die Innenarchitekten
Hermann-von-Vicari-Str. 9

D-78464 Konstanz

Tel: +497531818030
Fax: +497531819903

www.teachtable.com





Teachtable: everything is reachable – the technology

With their new multimedia "Teachtable", the interior designers Termeh Fard and Andreas Hegenbart from Konstanz have not only designed a multi-function teaching table that combines all the relevant classroom equipment such as Notebook, video and DVD player and visualiser in one, as well as offering connections for equipment such as interactive whiteboard, a further Notebook, a beamer or a printer; they have also achieved ease of operation.

www.teachtable.com

Not only are worktables with the new brand name of "Teachtable" available in different colours, there are also plans for various differently equipped models. The first version, "Herzog Ernst", has been used to equip 18 classrooms in the secondary school (Kooperative Gesamtschule) in Gotha, Germany, that bears the same name. It has the following dimensions: height 80 cm, width 150 cm, depth 72 cm.

The "Teachtable" as described below is based on this already manufactured version. The equipment of the individual table models can however be flexibly adjusted to the appropriate requirements and is oriented only towards the availability of the planned equipment.

When they are not in use, all the internal items of equipment are lowered into the compact and robust table, where they are locked and protected against improper use by unauthorised persons or vandalism. The speaker boxes at the back are also covered by close-woven stainless steel mesh. To use the "Teachtable", you first open all the locks, one after the other, of the sliding cover, Notebook lid, the pull-out shelf board for the visualiser, the installation panel and the drawer. As an alternative, future models will have the option of having all locks simultaneously electronically activated by a radio signal.

After opening the sliding cover panel, switch on the central power supply, open the covering lid and raise the Notebook using a mechanical lifting system. This is activated by pressing lightly with both hands on the Notebook. The visualiser is set ready for operation by pushing aside the pull-out shelf board and moving out the device using the operating panel.

The pull-out shelf then serves as a surface to put things on next to the visualiser. The camera of the visualiser allows you to present viewfoils, objects and slides, but also people inside the classroom. Pictures can be saved immediately in the Notebook as a scanned image or as a film sequence. Connection to the Internet or internal house network is easy. The player can show videos either from VHS cassettes or DVDs. The installation panel for the connection of external equipment is also closed with a cover, protecting it when the table is not in use. The installation panel provides the option of installing an additional external Notebook, an interactive whiteboard and further items of equipment. The table also comes with a drawer with storage space for documents, cables, remote controls for external equipment or other items.
The internal Notebook is arranged in such a way that it neither gets in the user's way nor limits the view of the auditorium. "Because the screen is adjustable, its inclination can be optimally adjusted, irrespective of whether the lecturer is sitting or standing," Andreas Hegenbart explains. The new multimedia table has a further advantage: "As soon as there are no additional items of equipment connected to the external power bar and the internal Notebook has been shut down, all the technology automatically switches off. The user no longer has to remember to switch the individual items of equipment off."
The connections for installation for the "Herzog Ernst" school in Gotha were already predetermined, so the design of the "Herzog Ernst" model was extended for this commission by a fifth foot. The power, network, VGA and S-video cables are led in from a floor connection through this additional table leg. From a central point caretakers can monitor, via the energy efficiency system and a display panel, whether the tables are switched on or off.

Not only is this high-tech table practical and easy to use, but the elegant design is very attractive. The multimedia equipment, operating equipment and connections are easy to understand and user-friendly. There are no trip hazards, no open doors and no trailing cables, as all the internal equipment is wired inside the table. If the technology is not in use, all internal equipment is lowered into the table and locked, protecting it against improper use by unauthorised persons and vandalism.

HP laminates from all manufacturers' current collections can be selected for the surface design. Electro-mechanical height adjustment is planned for future versions of the "Teachtable", in order to provide a suitable table height for taller people when standing. Implementing this plan will slightly change the design. Of all the document cameras tested, we particularly recommend visualisers by Wolfvision, as these have proved themselves of unique value in their teaching-appropriate functions. 
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